
10.PESTS AND DISEASES  

10.1 BIOLOGICAL CONTROL of Teak skeletOnizer  

The laboratory for production of Trichogamma, an egg parasite of Teak Skeletoniser, was established in the year 
1986. An experiment over an area of 4.00 ha was carried out by releasing 4 lakhs eggs at the rate of 1 lakh 

egg/ha in the 1982 Teak plantation of Haliyal division. A total of 19 releases at an interval of 10 days were made 

between June 1987 and December 1987. Samples of 20 leaves each were taken, both from treated and control 

plots at monthly intervals. A visual assessment of leaf damage was made, average number of larvae present per 
leaf and percentage of parasitisation of eggs was worked out. It could be seen that there were fewer larvae per 

leaf and correspondingly less damage in the treated plot.  
Another experiment on biological control for Teak skeletoniser Hapalia machaeralis (Lepidoptera: Pyralidae) was 

initiated in the year 1988- 89 in the Teak plantation of Karka in Haliyal Range . One-hectare plot was selected 
and demarcated for the release of Trichogamma egg parasite and the remaining area of the plantation was 

considered as the control plot.  

The egg parasites produced at Forest Research Laboratory, Dharwad were released at the rate of four lakh 
parasites/ha (Twenty cards each containing about 20,000 eggs) at 10 days intervals. A total of 20 releases were 

made from 8.6.1989 to 26.12.89. The egg parasite cards were randomly distributed in the selected one ha of 
Teak plantation, 24 hours before adult emergence.  

The following procedure was adopted for assessing the efficiency of parasite release and its effect on Teak 
skeletoniser.  

1). Selection of 20 Teak leaves from different plants at random in the treated plot and untreated plot.  
2). Recording of average number of eggs that hatched into larvae in both the plots.  

3). Recording of number of eggs parasitised and the percentage of parasitisation.  
 

The incidence of pests during the year of study appeared to have been low on account of continuous heavy rains 

with few sunny days. 

 


